
OUTSIDE 

The present spire reaches a height of 193 feet and the top part of the 
tower together with the spire were built in 1832 to a design by 
Thomas Rickman and extensively repaired in 1973-76. The original 
spire! with a lantern was designed by Henry Winstanley! a member 
of a well known local family. It is said that he designed this as an 
experiment for the design of the Eddystone Lighthouse of which he 
was the architect; he and the lighthouse perished in a storm in 1703. 

He was also responsible for work on an elaborate church clock 
whose dial indicated the rising and setting of the sun and moon. 
The earliest record of a clock is in 1460 and the present mechanism 
dates from 1823 with the chimes added in 1878. 

The churchyard is spacious but there is evidence that it was once 
larger prior to the building of the wall on the south side in the mid 
1SOO!s. There are gravestones round the churchyard walls placed 

St. Cedd
there in 19S6 when it was decided to move them from their original 
positions. There is fine carving on the exterior of the church but much of it is difficult to 
see from the ground levee some interesting figures can be seen below the parapet of the 
north aisle and chapel. 

1. Statue of St. Cedd who first 
brought Christianity to Essex 

2. Verger's Cottage. This was 
probably built in the 15th 
century as a priest robing room. 
During restoration in 1992, stone 
from the church demolished in 
1450 was found at the back of 
the chimney. 

3. Parish Room and Office. Built 
in the late 19th century to blend 
in with the verger's cottage and 
extended and modernised in 1993. 

4. Butler Grave. Lord Butler is the only person to have been buried in the 
church yard for over 100 years. 

5. Stone with date 1526. This stone in the east wall of the north chapel was 
placed there to mark the completion of the rebuilding of the chapel. 

6. Howard Vault. The sealed entrance is below the east window and grilles 
which let in light can also be seen. 

7. Saxon Market Cross. Low down on the east wall of the south porch is 
embedded a fragment of the old market cross. 

8. Gravestones. Opposite the door of the south porch are some interesting 
examples including a \¥instanley, once the mayor who died in 1750. 
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